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His Excellency PietJ'e Vlrllotlt
The Ambassado of to'mnce
4lOi Reservoir Road, N,W.
Washington, D.C. 20007

Dear f bassador Vimont,

e w.rite as Member~ of Congress to exPl'e.~S OIlL' deep concem. over the reOClll report
CI1titled Lajusticeface aP.IX deriveS" seclarires (Ju lice Focing Sectarian Abllse.l')by MI'. Georges
Fe e~h. president of MlVlLUDES. an Inle-r illistcrial is:;ion of VigilaDlcG established to fight
B8flil1lS1 SOOlQriiiD dr.i.fls \!ndcr t.he offiee (If the- Pr.i:me l\1inisler,. Fenech's ropoll to the Prime
Minister, coupled with news repo.rls ofpending go emmetll pol icles 10 desi goote certni.ll
IeHgious CQ1JummiHes as "sec-ts" or Reults", raises serious concerns J'egarding protection I'or an
indiyi<llWll's right to freedom of roli.gion in Prnuce.

Eatllel' this YeJlr, U PtJI'JsirJ~ re.ported t!y,r M,. Fenech l' ~ penly poling lh", jdea of
pUlling ill p!:lee lltl official list of seets in ome.r 0 create 1I "system of reference of tlte tilov·ements
lind praclices showing c\lltish be!UWiors,1I III '. Fellechs report to lhe Prime Mintster, he
r~ornmends specific policjes tllif-e.-eting thell6 se~'is, including plutectiDlg child~e.n from th.eir
parents' bcHefil~nd prolecting individuals MIVIL E (kerns vulncrabLe flUID "psychological
sllbjectiQu,"

Designating specific religious beliefs ami communities as sects and reslricting all
individ\lal's fm:dom to chotISC lmd challgc Ilia or IJ,cr belief is inconsis1<m.1 with inlemational
standards Oil reJtgiooo freeoom. Such recOlnmettd t'<) s appeAr tio e'o'idence II c1ellr bias agaillst a
large number of rellgio11.~commulliHe-s and rbel]' adherents Illld lmllose arbhmry Ie.<rtrict~oDS on
an indlviduaJ's human rights.

We l:C¢.dl lhl,t il.llill-litlll1ent(lIY eoo1JIli sio on c-uJt" esu.b1i~ ll:'d a .imJllIr ·bl~(;k lisl" of
sects ill 1995, which was officl~Jly rejecled by lheJl-Prtme Millisl.er lean·Pierre RaffOlrin iii i\.

2005 circular letter. Not 01 Iy ","(mId tile establlshll.1ell[ ·ofa new "black Ii st" l'epl'eSeJ1t a major
lep b~ekwllrds for religious fte·cdom in France. but it WQU/d contravene fU.I1damcnllll LUUUlIl1

righ

As 1UI.aH)' ofthe United States:, committed to OUil' c'Gmmon conceJ'Jl for fundBlne:ntal
human freedoms, we sincerely ucg the Go"efllmem of ranee ro enslII'e IDat allY new policy
atfcctinl! an individool's ft;eedom ofreliglo.n is consilrtent with fl-an~'S lnter11ll\lioIJa Lobligatiolls.



Tha:rIk )'OU for taking the time to consideI these con.cerLlS and we gonuindy look for\vard to
speaking with you at your oom'c[licnce al)cmt Uris ma e. in mOre detail,

Gus M. BilirakLs

~~£~
'Dmne E. Watson

Bobnglis

Co:
The Honorable Mad:: A. Pekala, Charge D'Affairs, U,S, Embassy Paris rnnce
The onol'able Karen B. Stewart, Principal Deputy Assistant ecretiuy. BUl'~t1 of DemOCIllcy,
Humlln Rights ll1lrl Labor, U, . tate D~oparimenl


