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1. Forcible Confinement

Forcible confinement, which is one of the prerequisites for social scientists utilizing the
brainwashing term, specifically occurred in nine RPF accounts and two RPF's RPF
accounts. Indeed, seven informants had stories about their (sometimes successful) escape
attempts from the program and the guards assigned to prevent them from doing so. These
accounts stand in stark contrast to Scientology's insistence that "participation” in an RPF
program is voluntary.

Beginning May 30, 1977, all Scientologists entering the RPF program were supposed to
sign a legal declaration (presumably, which indicated that the person was on the program
voluntarily [see Boards of Directors of the Churches of Scientology, 1977: 9]). An undated
"RPF Waiver" form likely indicates what such a legal declaration said:

I, , do hereby agree that the sole reason the RPF was created is so that
the |nd|V|duaI could redeem himself [sic] and become a productive staff
member.

Having been fully informed of what | have done or been accused of to warrant
my assignment to the RPF, | further agree that | enter this program with full
agreement and of my own choice[.]

I understand that I may at any time during the program decide to quit the
program, knowing that should I do so, it is the policy of the Church of
Scientology to dismiss or expel me from the Church of Scientology.

Knowing that | am rightfully transferred to the Rehabilitation Project Force, |
understand that if I choose not to undertake the program, I accept the
alternative of dismissal from the Church of Scientology.

| further agree that | undertake this program on my own responsibility, and may
hold no one else responsible for accidents or occurrences on the RPF
(Anonymous, n.d.)

The document was to have been signed, dated, and witnessed. Indeed, as the form suggests,
some people apparently do "route out” of Sea Org amidst their RPF assignments, and
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